s

Valley

Painting their dreams
Camp Kenyon J. Scudder students create
a 45-foot mural
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Thirty girls being held at a Saugus probation camp
painted themselves a brighter future and unveiled it
Friday.

Their audience of education leaders and a county
supervisor was convinced by their vision.

"We walk around much more enthused about what is to
come in the future," said Pauline Starks, director of Camp
Kenyon J. Scudder in Saugus, a Los Angeles County
juvenile probation camp for girls with mental health
needs.

The girls painted a colorful 45-foot wall mural dubbed the
"Wall of Hope," which includes a hodgepodge of
inspirational words and displays of nature.

"These ladies worked hard and were committed to getting
this project completed," Starks said. "l hope this continues
because these girls have really turned themselves
around."

The Wall of Hope is the Los Angeles County Arts
Commission's first mural project in a probation camp.

The girls spent the last 14 weeks working with artist-in-
residence Michael Massenburg of Theatre of
Hearts/Youth First, a Los Angeles-based nonprofit
organization.

Massenburg, an artist for 20 years, taught the girls how to
imagine their paths of success.

Meeting twice a week, the teenagers learned the basics
of painting, art history and the significance of art.

They also learned how to work together as a team to
make the mural a reality.

Students at Camp Scudder turned
their visions of the future into a
45-foot wall mural inside a dining
hall at the camp.

Theatre Of Hearts
Youth First

Youth First Artist-In-Residence Michael Massenburg
introduces the Wall of Hope mural on Friday at Camp
Scudder.

A Camp Scudder
student signs her
name to the mural
she helped to
create.

"It showed them there is no doubt they have the
ability to be a positive member of the community,"
said Camp Scudder teacher Charlie Phelps.

The unveiling brought education leaders and Los
Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich,
who congratulated the girls as they celebrated their
creation.

"This is self-esteem being developed, and it's
wonderful," said Donald Long, regional manager for
the Los Angeles County Probation Department, as
he looked at the mural in the dining hall.

(http://www.the-signal.com/news/article/23391/)
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Antonovich to host dedication
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The 45-foot wide "Wall of Hope" mural
created by thirty girls, ages 12 to 18,
serving sentences at Camp Kenyon J.
Scudder probation camp is to be unveiled
and dedicated at noon on Friday, Jan. 15 at
Camp Kenyon J. Scudder, 28750 Bouquet
Cyn Rd., Santa Clarita 91390.

The non-imposed mural project contains
inspiring visual imagery and is accompanied
with words like ‘encouragement” and
"respect.”

The 28-week project commenced with a
14-week in classroom instruction with
artist-in-residence Michael Massenburg and
concluded with hands-on installation by the
girls.

The arts education project is a joint effort
by Theatre of Hearts/Youth First, Los

Angeles County Probation Department, Los Angeles County Arts Commission Civic Arts Program,
Los Angeles County Office of Education, Los Angeles County Fifth District and Supervisor Michael D.

Antonovich, who will serve as host.

ABOUT CAMP KENYON J. SCUDDER

Camp Scudder is a Los Angeles County juvenile probation camp for girls with mental health needs

Theatre Of Hearts/Youth First is a Los Angeles-based nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation whose vision is
to promote understanding between people through cultural and artistic forums, and to empower

local communities through education in the arts.

ABOUT MICHAEL MASSENBURG

Michael Massenburg has exhibited in galleries and museums, completed numerous private
commissions, and worked on public art projects across the United States and abroad.

He has completed commissions for Los Angeles County MTA, ESPN and the American Jazz Museum,
is Lead Chairperson for the Inglewood Cultural Arts, co-founder of the Los Angeles Collective and
sits on the Board of the Arts Commission for the City of Inglewood, California. Michael
Massenburg's artwork is represented by M Hanks Gallery in Santa Monica, California.

ABOUT THE CAMP SCUDDER MURAL PROJECT
Discovering the Image of Success

The transformative power of art lies in its ability to remember the past, celebrate the present, and
envision the future with the stroke of a brush. The Camp Scudder Mural Project has challenged the
students to explore their personal creativity within the larger context of art history.

To broaden their perspectives, the students were introduced to a great diversity of art including the
pre-historic cave paintings at Lascaux, expressionism, realism, surrealism, calligraphy, and a wide

variety of today's public art.

The most accessible examples of art for these at-risk students are murals, fashion, pop culture,
logos and icons. The students can relate to these images and are open to learning about the
fundamental elements of art and design contained within this body of work. They developed skills
and techniques to express their ideas visually and communicate through their art.

Through class discussions they explored the impact art makes on the community. Within the
curriculum of the Theatre Of Hearts/Youth First Artist-In-Residence workshop, the students were
presented with overviews of the lives and works of artists who took both traditional and
non-traditional paths to discover their visual voices and tell their unique stories.

They found remarkable stories painted across the country and learned more about themselves and
their communities. Through instruction in the basic skills of drawing and use of materials, they
gained the confidence to express themselves visually, first with line drawing, then color and tone.
The efforts of every student were validated and then they were guided to build on their strengths
and try new techniques to more fully express their ideas.

Yo broaden thair perspectives, the students were introduced to a great diversity of art including the
pre-historic cave paintings at Lascaux, expressionism, realism, surrealism, calligraphy, and a wide
variety of today's public art.

The most accessible examples of art for these at-risk students are murals, fashion, pop culture,
logos and icons. The students can relate to these images and are open to learning about the
fundamental elements of art and design contained within this body of work, They developed skills
and techniques to express their ideas visually end communicete through their art.

Through class discussions they explered the impact art makes on the community. Within the
curriculum of the Theatre Of Hearts/Youth First Artist-In-Residence workshop, the students were
presented with overviews of the lives and works of artists who took both traditional end
non-traditional paths to discover their visual voices and tell their unique stories.

They found remarkable stories painted across the country and learned more about themselves and
their communities, Through instructien in the basic skills of drawing and use of materials, they
gained the confidence o express themselves visually, first with fine drawing, then color and tone.
The efforts of every student were validated and then they were guided to bulld on their strengths
and try new techaiques to more fully express their ideas.

in studying the content and meaning of various works of art, students Identified Images portraying
strength, weakness, beauty, power, tenacity, victory, loss, pain and joy. They were able to
recognize ideas that brought them together and others that held them apart, Students were
encouraged to think about the issues that were most important to them.

The universal theme that emerged was overcoming adversity and finding success. At-risk youth
rarely have the resources or the support to take that first independent step and experience
success.

Each assignment that they worked to completion gave them a sense of accomplishment. They saw
that success happens when they meet or exceed thelr own expectations and share their work with
their friends, family and community.

Each student has a personal vision of cuccess, some representational and others more conceptual.
The images the students generated cover a wide range of ideas, styles and sensibilities, They
carefully considered the placement of the mural. They discussed what images and style would be
the best to create a wonderful and uplifting atmosphere for their cafeteria.

They are % and p, as they collaborate and combine their individual ideas
to create 2 harmumoun whale, Thruugh the workshop they are experiencing personal growth,
receiving recognition and embracing the concept of giving back to their community through the gift
of art.

While participating in The Camp Scudder Mural Project students are learning to express their
persanal history and discovering how to imagine a path to success. They have presented us with a
landscape for @ promisina future.



